
A reading from the book of Revelation 

‘See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to 
everyone’s work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.’ 

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to 
the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs 
and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and everyone 
who loves and practises falsehood. 

‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the 
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning 
star.’ 
The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ 
And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’ 
And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if 
anyone adds to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in 
this book; if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away that person’s share in the tree of life and in 
the holy city, which are described in this book. 

The one who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’ 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God. 

Prayer 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

If Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, 
then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our 
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even 
found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised 
Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if 
the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also 
who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in 
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
have died. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of 
the dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so 
all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first 
fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.  

This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God. 



Prayer 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

When one says, ‘I belong to Paul’, and another, ‘I belong to Apollos’, are 
you not merely human? 

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to 
believe, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but only God who gives the growth. The one who plants and the 
one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages 
according to the labour of each. For we are God’s servants, working 
together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I 
laid a foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must 
choose with care how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation other 
than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if 
anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw— the work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will 
disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what 
sort of work each has done. If what has been built on the foundation 
survives, the builder will receive a reward. If the work is burned, the builder 
will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire. 

This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God. 

Prayer 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 
heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is 
the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne 
the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of 
heaven. 

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will 
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
will be changed. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality. When this perishable body puts 
on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the 
saying that is written will be fulfilled: 
‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ 
‘Where, O death, is your victory? 
   Where, O death, is your sting?’ 



The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the 
work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labour is not in 
vain.  

This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God. 

Prayer 

A reading from the book of Revelation 

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples,  
and God himself will be with them;  
 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.’ 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all 
things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I 
will be their God and they will be my children.  

This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God. 

 


