
A reading from the book of Job 

The Lord said to Job: ‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

   Tell me, if you have understanding. 

Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
   Or who stretched the line upon it? 

On what were its bases sunk, 

   or who laid its cornerstone 
when the morning stars sang together 

   and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 

This is the word of the Lord   

Thanks be to God. 

 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke 

All the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.’ 

So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 

losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 
after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on 

his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his 

friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my 
sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 

one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no 

repentance. 

‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light 

a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has 
found it, she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with 

me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in 

the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.’ 

This is the Word of the Lord   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 103 
Refrain:    The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

All:    The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

  The merciful goodness of the Lord is from of old 

and endures for ever on those who fear him,  ♦ 

and his righteousness on children’s children; 

  On those who keep his covenant  ♦ 

and remember his commandments to do them. 

All:    The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

The Lord has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom has dominion 

over all. 

 Bless the Lord, you angels of his,  ♦ 

you mighty ones who do his bidding and hearken to the voice of his word. 

 Bless the Lord, all you his hosts,  ♦ you ministers of his who do his will. 

 Bless the Lord, all you works of his, 

in all places of his dominion;  ♦ bless the Lord, O my soul. 

All:    The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

A reading from the book of Revelation 

I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a 

Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went 

and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the 

throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of 

incense, which are the prayers of the saints. They sing a new song: 

‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were 
slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God 

   saints from every tribe and language and people and nation; 

you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, 

   and they will reign on earth.’ 

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne 

and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, 

‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honour and glory and blessing!’ 

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 

the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 
‘To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 

be blessing and honour and glory and might for ever and ever!’ 

And the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’ And the elders fell down and 

worshipped. 

This is the Word of the Lord   Thanks be to God. 



A reading from the acts of the apostles 

The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two 

chains, was sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door 

were keeping watch over the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared 

and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him, 

saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And the chains fell off his wrists. The angel said to 

him, ‘Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.’ He did so. Then he said to 

him, ‘Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.’ Peter went out and followed 

him; he did not realize that what was happening with the angel’s help was real; 

he thought he was seeing a vision. After they had passed the first and the 

second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the city. It opened 

for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, 

when suddenly the angel left him. Then Peter came to himself and said, ‘Now I 

am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of 

Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’ 

This is the Word of the Lord   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great 

earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 

back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 

men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as 

he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 

disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 

you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’ So they 

left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to 

him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do 

not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 


