
A reading from the book of Genesis 

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant 
of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for 

the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to 

till the ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole 
face of the ground— then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the 

ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a 

living being. And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there 
he put the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the LORD God made to 

grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life 

also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
(…) 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and 

keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every 
tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 

not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 

Then the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper as his partner.’ So out of the ground the LORD God formed 

every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the 

man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called each living 
creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds 

of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not 

found a helper as his partner. So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its 

place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he 

made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, 
‘This at last is bone of my bones 

   and flesh of my flesh; 

this one shall be called Woman,  
   for out of Man this one was taken.’ 

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and 
they become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked, and were 

not ashamed. 

This is the word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 8 

1    O Lord our governor,  ♦ 

how glorious is your name in all the world! 

O Lord our governor,  ♦ 

how glorious is your name in all the world! 

2    Your majesty above the heavens is praised  ♦ 

out of the mouths of babes at the breast. 

3    You have founded a stronghold against your foes,  ♦ 

that you might still the enemy and the avenger. 

4    When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,  ♦ 

the moon and the stars that you have ordained, 



5    What is man, that you should be mindful of him;  ♦ 

the son of man, that you should seek him out? 

6    You have made him little lower than the angels  ♦ 

and crown him with glory and honour. 

7    You have given him dominion over the works of your hands  ♦ 

and put all things under his feet, 

8    All sheep and oxen,  ♦ 

even the wild beasts of the field, 

9    The birds of the air, the fish of the sea  ♦ 

and whatsoever moves in the paths of the sea. 

O Lord our governor,  ♦ 

how glorious is your name in all the world! 

A reading from the acts of the apostles 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked 

carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the 

inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, 

this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he 

who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 

he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor 

he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of 

their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that 

they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though 

indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move and 

have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 

“For we too are his offspring.” 

This is the Word of the Lord   Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife?’ Jesus answered them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ They 

said, ‘Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce 
her.’ But Jesus said to them, ‘Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this 

commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, “God made them 
male and female.” “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and 

be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no 

longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 


