Weekly Prayers and Scriptures
4th August – 10th August 2020
Dear Friends, please pray with thanksgiving that worship and Holy Communion inside St Michael’s
continues. Thank God for the smooth running of the services and the joy of being able to gather again.
Please pray for our ongoing worshipping life, both in church, and via Zoom for those not yet able to
worship in person. Please pray that we can continue developing procedures for safe and confident
worship in the building, as circumstances evolve, and hopefully ease, in weeks and months to
come. Our current approach can be found on our website. Please pray for ways to continue to link our
worship in the building to worship at home on Zoom, as we experiment, learn and feel our way
forwards gradually. Thank you, Derwyn.
Tuesday 4th August
Lord, grant me, I pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son, that love which knows no fall, so that my lamp
may feel his kindling touch and know no quenching, burning for me, and giving light for others. Amen.
(Columbanus)
Matthew 15. 1-14
Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, ‘Why do your disciples break the
tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands before they eat.’ He answered them, ‘And why do
you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? For God said, “Honour your father and
your mother,” and, “Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.” But you say that whoever
tells father or mother, “Whatever support you might have had from me is given to God”, then that person
need not honour the father. So, for the sake of your tradition, you make void the word of God. You
hypocrites! Isaiah prophesied rightly about you when he said: “This people honours me with their lips, but
their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.” ’
Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.’ Then the disciples
approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees took offence when they heard what you
said?’ He answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.’
Wednesday 5th August
Collect for Oswald, King of Northumbria, Martyr:
Lord God almighty, who so kindled the faith of King Oswald with your Spirit that he set up the sign of the
cross in his kingdom and turned his people to the light of Christ: grant that we, being fired by the same
Spirit, may always bear our cross before the world and be found faithful servants of the gospel; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
John 16. 29-end
His disciples said, ‘Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure of speech! Now we know that you
know all things, and do not need to have anyone question you; by this we believe that you came from
God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do you now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will
be scattered, each one to his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone because the Father is
with me. I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But
take courage; I have conquered the world!’

Thursday 6th August
Collect for The Transfiguration of Our Lord:
Father in heaven, whose Son Jesus Christ was wonderfully transfigured before chosen witnesses upon the
holy mountain, and spoke of the exodus he would accomplish at Jerusalem: give us strength so to hear his
voice and bear our cross that in the world to come we may see him as he is; who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Luke 9. 28-36
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on
the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes
became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in
glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and
his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and
the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is good for
us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah’—not knowing
what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as
they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to
him!’ When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no
one any of the things they had seen.
Friday 7th August
A Collect for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity:
Gracious Father, revive your Church in our day, and make her holy, strong and faithful, for your glory’s sake
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Matthew 16. 24-28
Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for
my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what
will they give in return for their life? ‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’
Saturday 8th August
A Collect for Dominic, Priest, Founder of the Order of Preachers:
Almighty God, whose servant Dominic grew in the knowledge of your truth and formed an order of
preachers to proclaim the faith of Christ: by your grace give to all your people a love for your word and a
longing to share the gospel, so that the whole world may come to know you and your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Ecclesiasticus 39.1-10
He seeks out the wisdom of all the ancients, and is concerned with prophecies;
he preserves the sayings of the famous and penetrates the subtleties of parables;
he seeks out the hidden meanings of proverbs and is at home with the obscurities of parables.
He serves among the great and appears before rulers;
he travels in foreign lands and learns what is good and evil in the human lot.

He sets his heart on rising early to seek the Lord who made him, and to petition the Most High;
he opens his mouth in prayer and asks pardon for his sins.
If the great Lord is willing, he will be filled with the spirit of understanding;
he will pour forth words of wisdom of his own and give thanks to the Lord in prayer.
The Lord will direct his counsel and knowledge, as he meditates on his mysteries.
He will show the wisdom of what he has learned, and will glory in the law of the Lord’s covenant.
Many will praise his understanding; it will never be blotted out.
His memory will not disappear, and his name will live through all generations.
Nations will speak of his wisdom, and the congregation will proclaim his praise.
Sunday 9th August
A Collect for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity:
Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your Church: open our hearts to the
riches of your grace, that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
Matthew 14. 22-33
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed
the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,
for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake. But
when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried
out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ Peter
answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got
out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong
wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ When they got
into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’
Monday 10th August
Collect for Laurence, Deacon at Rome, Martyr:
Almighty God, who made Laurence a loving servant of your people and a wise steward of the treasures of
your Church: fire us with his example to love as he loved and to walk in the way that leads to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
2 Corinthians 9. 6-10
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.
As it is written, ‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever.’ He who
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase
the harvest of your righteousness.

