CHARITIES SUPPORT GROUP GIVING POLICY

The Charities Support Group of St Michael’s Church is responsible for deciding, on behalf of the PCC, which charities and organisations should be given money from the Charities Support budget.  This budget is made up of (i) funds that are entrusted to the Committee by the PCC for charitable giving, and which amount to around 10% of the Church’s general income, and (ii) funds that are raised by specific Charities Support Group activities such as the annual Holly Fair or by other events.

In deciding which charities and organisations to support, the Charities Support Group should be guided by the following policy –

1. Giving should be split between local, regional, national and international needs.

2. Giving should be to organisations that are charities under UK law or any equivalent local law and to similar non-profit making organisations.

3. Giving should be to organisations that promote or support activities (i) that follow or are consistent with Jesus’s teaching on preaching the good news of the Kingdom of Heaven, (ii) that contribute in any way to bringing the Kingdom here on Earth, or (iii) that follow or are consistent with Jesus’s teaching on care for the poor, the sick, those in prison and others who are in need.

4. Such charities and organisations may be specifically Christian, but need not necessarily be so.  The Charities Support Group should support Christian organisations wherever possible, but may give to non-Christian organisations whose activities meet the criteria set out in paragraph 3.  Where there are both Christian and non-Christian organisations carrying out work of a similar nature (for example Christian Aid and Oxfam), giving to the former should be preferred, unless there are specific reasons for giving to the latter (e.g. a particular appeal).

5. Examples of the organisations that meet the criteria in paragraph 3 are those which -

a. give help to the poor and hungry and disadvantaged;

b. campaign against poverty and injustice;

c. spread the Christian message of love and forgiveness and give practical effect to Jesus’s teaching on love for our neighbours;

d. provide people with access to the Bible and to other resources for Christian education;

e. work to build up the Church as the Body of Christ and to help people grow in their faith; 

f. work for those who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted or whose human rights are otherwise denied;

g. give help and relief and care to the sick and those who are physically or mentally disabled and to the homeless;

h. work to relieve suffering and to improve people’s living conditions;

i. provide education to those who might not otherwise receive it.

6. Although they may be worthy of support, Charities Support Group giving should not go to organisations whose focus is the following -

a. animal charities (rescue centres and sanctuaries, wildlife charities etc.);

b. medical research;

c. party political campaigning;

d. environment and heritage charities.

This is a matter of priorities.  All these may do good work, and may improve the quality of people’s lives, but Cancer Research, the National Trust and the RSPB, for example, are considered to be well supported by the public at large and so should not be the subject of Charities Support Group giving.

7. The Charities Support Group should focus its giving on a number of organisations that means it is able to give a reasonably significant donation to each one, but to spread the giving geographically and across different areas of activity.  The Charities Support Group should do whatever it can to keep informed about what the organisations are doing and to promote this information, and the activities of the Committee generally, to the wider St Michael’s congregation.

8. Where a member of the Church has a particular interest in or connection with any particular organisation and requests the Committee to support it on that basis, the Committee should give due consideration to doing so, providing it meets all the other guidance in this Policy.  In such circumstances the individual in question should be asked to help the Committee in promoting and publicising the work of that organisation to the Church members.

9. Support for individual members of the congregation who need funds for an overseas trip to do voluntary work with an organisation (e.g. a young person working in an orphanage over the summer) should seek support from the PCC directly, rather than the Charities Support Group.

10. The Charities Support Group should carry out an annual review of the organisations that it supports to see whether any changes should be made.  As a practical matter, if new organisations are going to be added to the list, a similar number should be removed from the list.
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