St Michael’s Church, Bishop’s Stortford

A Newsletter and Notices

Sunday 23" January 2022
The Third Sunday of Epiphany e

8am Holy Communion, in Church

10am Service of the Word, in Church & Zoom
Come and enjoy fellowship and refreshments in (or outside) the WCC
after the 10am service.

You are welcome to share in our worship in the following ways:
1. Come to Church All are welcome!
Remember to bring your order of service for the 10am service.
2. Join Zoom on your computer
When signed in you can ‘Join a Meeting’ (ID: 846 662 9590 / Passcode: 834900).
3. Join with Audio Zoom via phone
a) Call 0131 460 1196 b) Enter Meeting ID then #, then enter Meeting Passcode then #

A Psalm for today, from Psalm 19
Refrain: The commandment of the Lord is pure and gives light to the eyes.
The heavens are telling the glory of God
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
One day pours out its song to another and one night unfolds knowledge to another.
They have neither speech nor language and their voices are not heard,
Yet their sound has gone out into all lands
and their words to the ends of the world. [R]
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is pure and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;
the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. [R]
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter also than honey, dripping from the honeycomb.
By them also is your servant taught and in keeping them there is great reward. [R]
Christ, the sun of righteousness,
rise in our hearts this day,
enfold us in the brightness of your love
and bear us at the last to heaven’s horizon;
for your love’s sake. Amen.

Collect for The Third Sunday of Epiphany

Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your
saving presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our
weakness sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Gospel reading for today, Luke 4. 14-21
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about
him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and
found the place where it was written:
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them,
‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’

Come and share our short session for children and young people during
our Sunday 10am service EVERY WEEK!

We invite children of all ages, with their adults, to come into the Lady Chapel
during part of the service, and share in A Godly Play (a short visual storytelling of
scriptures, with wondering questions, stories, crafts, puzzles, and even some
acting for those that want ... for all ages to share together; then various age
related activities). There will be a display in the Lady Chapel most weeks, if
you'd like to find out more!

You might also like to explore the links on our Children & Young People page.
There are lots of activities to help young people get to know the person of Jesus.



https://zoom.us/
https://saintmichaelweb.org.uk/Groups/310496/Children_and_Young.aspx
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The church is open each day, from early morning to mid afternoon.
An opportunity to spend some comforting time in prayer, peace and reflection.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2022, Prayer event, 25" January — This
year, there won'’t be our usual Churches Together Bishop’s Stortford service but on
25" January at 7:30pm we are invited to an online event, hosted by Doral Hayes
of Churches Together in Hertfordshire. Prayer and worship will be led by The Rt.
Rev Michael Beasley, Bishop of Hertford, and Stephen Copson of the Central
Baptist Association. Zoom Meeting ID: 894 6588 1609, Passcode: 656904

Holy Communion, Wednesday 26" January, 10am — A service of Holy
Communion, in church and via Derwyn’s Zoom (ID: 846 662 9590 / Passcode:
834900). You can also dial in by phone; instructions on previous page.

Tiny Tots, Wednesday 26" January, 11 for 11:15am —Worship for babies/toddlers
and their parents / carers; with a story, singing and instruments for little ones too! Join
us for refreshments, fellowship and a little chance for the children to play before/after
the service.

Prayers for our Community in Church, Saturday 29" January, 9:30am A half
hour session of informal prayer. All welcome.

TLC Tuesday 1%t February from 2pm, Windhill Churches Centre - An opportunity
for anyone who wishes to attend to be able to join in with tea and talk, read the
paper, play board games ... and then later in the afternoon we welcome families
after school for a short while, to share in reading/play and enjoy a biscuit/cake/fruit
snack. Do come along ... and tell your friends too!

Winter church opening — The Church will be locked at 3:30pm Monday — Thursday.
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays may be later to accommodate visitors.

Would you like to receive news and information from St Michael’s
electronically? May we invite new or newer worshippers to think about completing
a Welcome Card, and submitting your email on it if you wish.

DIGITAL GIVING TO ST MICHAEL'’S
While fewer people carry cash, and our donations in the collection plates and offertory
box remain much smaller than before the pandemic, the costs of running our parish
remain. Please consider using our digital giving facility to support St Michael’s. To give
by phone: text STMIC (then a number from 2 to 20, e.g. STMIC7 or STMIC15) to 70085.
The most efficient way to give is by Standing Order direct from your bank account:
please see the Giving Sunday envelopes from our most recent Stewardship renewal, in
the Welcome Area. Thank you for considering your giving to St Michael’s.

Governors needed! Can you help St Michael’s Primary School to deliver its
Christian vision, by joining our governing body? We must have a majority of
church governors but have several upcoming vacancies. Please think about
whether you can offer us your time and speak to Katharine in the Parish Office if
you'd like to know more. Thank you.

Holly Rings and Travelling Crib sheep — If you bought a Holly Ring, please
could you return just the wire ring and pine cones to be recycled to help save
expenses for next time. If you have held onto your Travelling Crib sheep over
Christmas, would you be good enough to return it to the Parish Office (or put it in
the porch post box) as soon as possible? Many thanks!

Choir — Have you and/or your child been inspired by the singing recently? Might
you like to join our Choir? We would welcome interest from possible singers,
adults or children in Year 4 or above. For more information on the Choir see the
website or contact the Parish Office.

Join our virtual Valentines balloon race for the Bellringing Appeal — Starting
from the Trevi Fountain in Rome and lasting for 7 days. Balloons may be
purchased online here and the race is tracked on a map. Progress is recorded
by using actual weather conditions at the time. Balloons are also available to
purchase after the Sunday 10am services, and for those wishing to take part but
who don't like to engage in online activities, Anne Brolly can create entries on
your behalf - a bit like selling raffle tickets.

The Thirst Youth Café is looking for feedback — from young people, parents
and local residents to help them plan activities for 2022 by completing a short
survey. The survey is open to all, but we would particularly encourage young
people who attend the café and their parents to share their experiences and
feedback on the youth services we provide. The survey can be accessed here.
The survey is anonymous and confidential and will close on Monday 31%t
January 2022.

More details of all services and events are available on the Calendar page on our website.
Do follow us on Social Media too, for regular updates.
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